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SUMMARY

In this study thirty six (36) Ghezel ram and wether at about five months of age were
used to determine the effects of zeranol implants on growth and carcass characteristics in a 2x2
factorial arrangements. Lambs were alloted randomly to the following treatments for 63 days :
1) non implanted (NI) rams,2) implanted (I) rams, 3) NI wethers, and 4) I we'hers. Rams were
heavier than wethers at slaughter (P<0.001) , and on the average were 3.1 Kg hcavier. I lambs
regardless of sex were heavier (51.2 Kg) than NI lambs (50.2). Average daily gain (ADG)
between rams (0.25Kg) and wcther (0.22) was significantly different (P <0.005). ADG in I tambs
and NI lambs regardless of the sex were 0.24 and 0.22 Kg and were significantly different
(P<0.06). Daily dry matter intake (DMI) in rams was higher (1.54 Kg) compared to wether
(1.47 Kg) and was significantly different (P <0.05). Daily DMI in I rams was higher compared to
other three trcatments and 1 wether had the lowest intake. Hot carcass weight in rams and
wethers was 26.32 and 24.71 Kg, respectively and was significantly different (<0.007). Cold
carcass weight in rams was higher (25.71 Kg) compared to wethers (24.16) and was significantly
different (P<0.002). Cold carcass in 1 rams was highest (25.72Kg) and lowest (23.8) in |
wcthers. Weight, length, and volume of testes in I rams compared to NI rams was lower and it’s
weight were reduced by 9% as a result of implantation, but non of the above factors were

significantly different.
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